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"The country's largest infrastructural project”, "the main maritime gate of
the country”,"One of the most important logistical centers in the region”, "Anaklia:
the door between China and Europe", "building of the century" these are the words
that are covered by Georgian media space and not only.

"We are building a port arranged to carry 100 million tons of cargo, that
means we are building a prospect for 100-150 years for the future of our country”,
- said Mamuka Khazaradze, founder of Anaklia Development Consortium at the
port opening ceremony.

Strategic location, development of logistic services, expansion and
development perspectives — These are the characteristics of Anaklia port, which is
thought that Georgia will fulfill its historic mission in the Silk Road Corridor and
will eventually become the country's leading maritime gateway, as well as An
important logistics center, where the city anaklia and a special economic zone will
be developed.

It will be a deepwater port of Anaklia, which is being built on the
territory of 340 hectares of land near Anaklia. The project will have 9 phases and
its total budget is US $ 2.5 billion.

It is about a port that will receive the Panamax-type ships of great power
and will eventually be able to carry 100 million tons of cargo annually.

According to US Ambassador to Georgia Elizabeth Rudd. "The Anaklia
Deepwater Port Project and Special Development Zone have great importance and
great potential not only for the development of the whole country, but also for the
whole region ... The broader involvement of American government agencies in the
project shows the importance of the project for the USA"

A popular online publication www.europeaninterest.eu published a
famous American journalist’s- Frederick Starr’s broad analytical article on Anaklia
Port titled "Port of Europe in the Far East", Starr overlooks Georgia's geopolitical
situation, geostrategic importance of Anaklia's deep-sea port, Russia's attitude,
project’s challenges, difficulties and prospects.
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Russian magazine Forbes names the China as a reason for interest of
Anaklia port expressed by the American company - Cont international. For China,
Georgia is one of the shortest trade routes connecting Europe with the help of
which it would take 8 to 10 days from China to Georgia and 3-5 days from Georgia
to Europe to transfer cargos, which will help China maintain and increase the
number of employees in the country and continue to increase an economic
growth.

Azerbaijan expert Tofi Abasov has made a very interesting comment with
media regarding this issue, according to which Azerbaijan and Georgia have long
been creating a connecting trade line and a positive integration phenomenon for
the whole region. Interest in the construction of the Anaklia port has already been
expressed by the Baltic countries, Germany and the Black Sea countries. This once
again proves the geostrategic and trade significance of the port and its successful
implementation will benefit not only Georgia but also the entire region
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